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Greetings Sisters in Christ, 
“She is clothed in strength and dignity and she laughs without fear of the future.” 

Proverbs 31:25 
As we begin the month of May, we remember there is a special holiday called “Mother’s 
Day” which we celebrate every second Sunday. On May 8, 1914 President Woodrow Wilson 
signed this into law after much persistence and a great deal of groundwork done by Anna 
Jarvis who originally wanted to honor her mother.  Her mother’s name was Ann Reeves Jar-
vis who was a founder of Mothers’ Day Work Clubs.  She was a social activist, defined by 
her faith and very active within the Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church community.  Dur-
ing one of her Sunday school lessons in 1876 her daughter Anna Jarvis allegedly found her 
inspiration for Mother’s Day during a closing prayer: 

I hope and pray that someone, sometime, will found a memorial mothers 
day commemorating her for the matchless service she renders to humanity 

in every field of life. She is entitled to it. 
— Ann Reeves Jarvis 

The symbolism of the white carnation was described by Jarvis as: 
“Its whiteness is to symbolize the truth, purity and broad-charity of mother love;  
its fragrance, her memory, and her prayers. The carnation does not drop its petals,  
but hugs them to its heart as it dies, and so, too, mothers hug their children to their 
hearts,  their mother love never dying. When I selected this flower, I was remember-
ing my mother’s bed of white pinks.” 

 

In the 1920s prices of white carnations increased, and the floral industry introduced the red 
carnations to meet demand for the flower as Anna Jarvis' original symbols began to become 
re-appropriated, such as the red carnation representing living mothers and the white carna-
tion honoring deceased mothers. She attempted to counter these commercial forces, creat-
ing a badge with a Mother’s Day emblem as a less ephemeral alternative to the white carna-
tion. She spent her later years and money trying to rescind the holiday, but was unsuccess-
ful.  She was placed in a sanatorium late in 1940s paid for by the greeting card and floral 
companies. Although she never married or had any children, she paved the way for children 
today to honor their mothers.   
 

In today’s world we have all types of women who, whether or not they have had children, 
have been in loving and mothering situations with the people in their lives: aunts, cousins, 
teachers, nurses, doctors, pastors, co workers, friends...so, if there is that special “mother” 
in your life, please wish her a “Happy Mother’s Day” and let her know how much you treas-
ure her! 
Blessings and Joy!  
 

 

Mary 

South West District President 

The orgaŶized uŶit of UŶited Methodist WoŵaŶ shall ďe a ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ of ǁoŵaŶ 
ǁhose purpose is to kŶoǁ God aŶd to eǆperieŶĐe freedoŵ as ǁhole persoŶs 
through Jesus Christ; to deǀelop a Đreatiǀe, supportiǀe felloǁship aŶd to eǆpaŶd 
ĐoŶĐepts of ŵissioŶ through partiĐipatioŶ iŶ the gloďal ŵiŶistries of the ĐhurĐh. JulǇ ϭϮ-ϭϱ, ϮϬϭϴ 
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District in Action 

MaŶǇ thaŶks to the ladies at Fiƌst UMC at BƌadeŶtoŶ foƌ hostiŶg a ǁoŶdeƌful Spiƌitual Gƌoǁth 
EǀeŶt aďout PeaĐe...Like a Riǀeƌ!  All atteŶdiŶg had suĐh a faŶtastiĐ tiŵe leaƌŶiŶg aďout the Ca-
loosahatĐhe, MǇakka, PeaĐe aŶd MaŶatee Riǀeƌs,  pƌeseŶted ďǇ SaŶdƌa BaƌtoŶ, the Southǁest Dis-
tƌiĐt Spiƌitual Gƌoǁth offiĐeƌ. 

First UMC, Bradenton 

Ruth QualiĐh,  
UŶit Co-PƌesideŶt 

RosaliŶd Keppleƌ 

PƌaǇeƌ CaleŶdaƌ 

SaŶdƌa BaƌtoŶ 
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Units in Action 

RED BIRD MISSION 

FouŶded iŶ ϭϵϮϭ iŶ the CuŵďerlaŶd MouŶtaiŶs of SE KeŶtuĐkǇ to proǀide eduĐatioŶ aŶd ChristiaŶ EǀaŶge-
lisŵ ŵiŶistries to resideŶts of the area.  It ǁas ďorŶ iŶ aŶsǁer to a praǇer. It is a storǇ of graĐious outpour-
iŶg of praǇer aŶd ŵeaŶs ďǇ the ĐhurĐh. The first sĐhool ďuildiŶg ǁas Đoŵpleted at BeǀerlǇ iŶ JaŶuarǇ ϭϵϮϮ. 
SooŶ after teaĐhers Đaŵe, Ŷurses aŶd doĐtors arriǀed. IŶ ϭϵϲϴ The EUB ŵerged to ďeĐoŵe The UŶited 
Methodist ChurĐh. The Work Caŵp IŶǀolǀes approǆiŵatelǇ ϮϱϬϬ ǀoluŶteers aŶŶuallǇ aŶd Ŷoǁ help repair 
CoŵŵuŶitǇ hoŵes. The hospital operated uŶtil ϭϵϴϲ ǁheŶ Đlosed for eĐoŶoŵiĐ reasoŶs. IŶ ϮϬϬϬ Red Bird 
CliŶiĐ opeŶed as aŶ outpatieŶt ĐliŶiĐ.  TheǇ haǀe a ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ store aŶd a Đrafters ŵarket through ŵiŶis-
trǇ. 
 SiŶĐe the ϭ99Ϭ’s the CoŵŵuŶities Out ReaĐh ŵiŶistries serǀe the elderlǇ aŶd faŵilies.  Eŵphasis oŶ faŵilǇ 
food produĐtioŶ led to the Farŵer’s Market iŶ ϮϬϭϬ. The first Ŷeǁ hoŵe ǁas ďuilt iŶ ϮϬϭϲ ďǇ ǀoluŶteers. 
TodaǇ the Ŷeed reŵaiŶs ĐritiĐal iŶ this area of ĐhroŶiĐ poǀertǇ, laĐk of joďs, poor housiŶg aŶd rugged 
ŵouŶtaiŶous terraiŶ. Red Bird MissioŶ is ĐurreŶtlǇ faĐiŶg a fiŶaŶĐial Crisis. 
Suďŵitted ďǇ  LuĐǇ BoǇĐe, VeŶiĐe Christ 

Christ Methodist Redbird  Mission Study with Grace UMC on March 22.   
We deĐoƌaƌted ďags foƌ the ĐhildƌeŶ of HeŶdeƌsoŶ DeǀelopŵeŶt ͚s Easteƌ Egg HuŶt. Poƌt Chaƌlotte & EŶgleǁood 
UŶtied Methodist WoŵeŶ joiŶed us. We ƌaised $ϭ,ϬϬϬ.ϬϬ foƌ HeŶdeƌsoŶ SettleŵeŶt. 

deĐoƌated Easteƌ  Egg HuŶt Bags  

Doƌis AŶŶ WassoŶ, Speakeƌ,   

Peg OatleǇ,  GƌaĐe UMC 

Paŵela FƌeelaŶd, Chƌist  
SaŶdǇ Seguƌ, Poƌt Chaƌlotte 
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St John UMC, Sebring 

   

The ladies at St. JohŶ UMC Hope CiƌĐle ŵade fleeĐe ďlaŶkets to seŶd to HeŶdeƌsoŶ Settle-
ŵeŶt.  We eǀeŶ had a ďlaŶket ŵodel so ǁe kŶeǁ ǁe ǁeƌe ŵakiŶg the Đhild͛s size! 

Opal SteďďiŶs aŶd Tootie 
MaƌsĐhke tieiŶg ďlaŶkets 

Units in Action 

Ouƌ Model 

St JohŶ UMW SeďƌiŶg aƌe seǁiŶg ĐhildƌeŶ͛s ďiďs foƌ Floƌida Hospital Child DeǀelopŵeŶt CeŶteƌ.  So faƌ, 
ϮϮ ďiďs ŵade aŶd ŵaŶǇ ŵoƌe too go!!  This ǁill ďe aŶ oŶgoiŶg pƌojeĐt as ďiďs aƌe alǁaǇs Ŷeeded. 

AŶŶ VaŶĐoeǀeƌiŶg & MaƌǇlee Kƌagt 

MaƌǇ GƌaǇ 

Ouƌ ǁoƌk Teaŵ 
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MissioŶ u—JulǇ ϭϮ—ϭ5, ϮϬϭϴ  DaǇtoŶa, FL 

Foƌŵs aƌe Ŷoǁ aǀailaďle.  CoŶtaĐt Ǉouƌ UŶit 
PƌesideŶt.  SĐholaƌships aƌe aǀailaďle fƌoŵ 
the DistƌiĐt, ĐoŶtaĐt MaƌǇ VaŶ Tol, SW Dis-
tƌiĐt PƌesideŶt foƌ ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵatioŶ. 

Life EŶƌiĐhŵeŶt Retƌeat—Septeŵďeƌ ϳ—ϵ, ϮϬϭϴ 

SaĐƌed SpaĐes  
Retƌeat Leadeƌ:  Reǀ. Vidalis Lopez, AssoĐiate Pastoƌ 

Fiƌst UŶited Methodist Methodist ChuƌĐh, Coƌal Gaďles, Fl 

Just a ƌeŵiŶdeƌ to seŶd iŶ Ǉouƌ ϮŶd Ƌuaƌteƌ pledges to: 
PhǇllis JaĐkŵaŶ 

ϱϯϭϳ CoŶgo Couƌt 

Cape Coƌal FL ϯϯϵϬϰ 

Please suďŵit ďǇ JuŶe ϭst. 

EĐho Faƌŵs—Septeŵďeƌ ϭϱ, ϮϬϭϴ    Noƌth Foƌt MǇeƌs, FL 
 

This SoĐial AĐtioŶ eǀeŶt is Ŷot to ďe ŵissed.  ECHO͛s puƌpose is to help 
those ǁho aƌe teaĐhiŶg faƌŵeƌs aƌouŶd the ǁoƌld.  IŶ ϯϱ Ǉeaƌs of assistiŶg 
deǀelopŵeŶt ǁoƌkeƌs aƌouŶd the ǁoƌld, ECHO has ďeĐoŵe the ͞go-to͟ oƌ-
gaŶizatioŶ foƌ ĐhalleŶges faĐed ďǇ iŶdiǀiduals aŶd oƌgaŶizatioŶs.   
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN READING PROGRAM 

Book Club – JOIN IN ANY TIME! 
 

Shed light on your life and love perspective through the 
Reading Program! 

 

Spring – Trouble I’ve Seen – we are on Chapter 3, cover-
ing a chapter a week with email discussion questions 
for each chapter. Come to my house at 11am, Saturday, 
June 16th for a group discussion.  
Bring a sandwich. Drinks and desert will be provided.  

 

 Sign up at District Events or on our website:    

 www.southwestdistrictumw.com 

 

 Sandy Segur, Secretary Program Resources 

 479 Northview Street, Port Charlotte, FL 33954 

941-249-8726  sandyrsegur@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Summer – A House In The Sky – 6/21/2018  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall – Adventure of Ascent – 9/22/2018   

http://www.southwestdistrictumw.com
mailto:sandyrsegur@gmail.com
mailto:sandyrsegur@gmail.com
mailto:sandyrsegur@gmail.com
mailto:sandyrsegur@gmail.com
mailto:sandyrsegur@gmail.com
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PROGRAM RESOURCES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What About Our Money? A Faith Response explores how we relate to money within the context of our 
faith. Through this connection between our faith and our money, readers discover how to live closer to 
God and God’s people, even in our North American culture that is so deeply defined by money. She ex-
plores the biblical foundation of abundance (sufficiency), which stands in opposition to the scarcity narra-
tive our culture tells us from the time we are very young. 
 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Sandy Segur, Secretary Program Resources sandyrsegur@gmail.com  
941-626-8384 

2018 Mission Studies:   
 

Spiritual Growth Mission Study: Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living 

Geographic Mission Study 2017 – 2018: Missionary Conferences of the United Method-
ist Church in the United States  

 

The aim of the study is to give an overview of the three missionary conferences in The United 
Methodist Church, the contexts out of which they grew and their current engagements: The Alas-
ka United Methodist Conference, Red Bird Missionary Conference, and the Oklahoma Indian 
Missionary Conference are a hybrid of home and international missionary work.  
 

Issue Mission Study:  What About Our Money? 

 

 

The 2018 Spiritual Growth Study, Embracing Wholeness is the second in a two-part series 
about covenantal living. Part 2, Embracing Wholeness is designed to build on this work. It ex-
plores the ways God has called us to live in covenantal relationship with all of creation and chal-
lenges readers to work toward stronger and healthier relationships with creation, their communi-
ties, themselves, and God.  

Reminder: Reading Program Plan Reports DUE 
the end of July! 

mailto:sandyrsegur@gmail.com
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Qϭ Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd a doĐuŵeŶt titles, ͞FiŶd UŶited Methodist WoŵeŶ oŶ the Weď?͟ 

 

QϮ Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd iŶfoƌŵatioŶ aďout UŶited Methodist WoŵeŶ SeŵiŶaƌs? 

 

Qϯ Naŵe oŶe ĐoŶtaĐt foƌ the seŵiŶaƌ pƌogƌaŵs. 
 

Qϰ Wheƌe ǁould Ǉou fiŶd UŶited Methodist WoŵeŶ gƌoups oƌ ďlogs? 

 

Qϱ Is the ϮϬϭϴ pƌogƌaŵ ďook aǀailaďle foƌ fƌee doǁŶload? 

 

Qϲ UŶdeƌ ǁhat ĐategoƌǇ ǁill Ǉou fiŶd a liŶk to doǁŶload fƌee ŵateƌials? 

 

Qϳ What tǇpes of ŵaps ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd oŶ ǁǁǁ.uŶitedŵethodistǁoŵeŶ.oƌg? 

 

Qϴ  Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd the oŶliŶe ƌegistƌatioŶ foƌ AsseŵďlǇ ϮϬϭϴ? 

 

Qϵ Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd PoǁeƌPoiŶt aŶd otheƌ UMW teŵplates? 

 

QϭϬ Wheƌe ĐaŶ Ǉou fiŶd iŶfoƌŵatioŶ oŶ plaŶŶiŶg a UMW seƌǀiĐe? 

 

HiŶt:  AŶsǁeƌs ǁill appeaƌ iŶ Ŷeǆt ŵoŶth͛s SojouƌŶeƌ! 

 

United Methodist Women Online Treasure Hunt 

Want to know more about United Methodist Women website?  See if you 
can locate and identify the answers to these 10 questions!   

Mission Study Annual Report 

The MissioŶ StudǇ AŶŶual Repoƌt is due to Pat MĐShaŶe ďǇ JuŶe ϭϲ, ϮϬϭϴ.  E & I CooƌdiŶatoƌs aƌe ƌe-
spoŶsiďle foƌ suďŵittiŶg this ƌepoƌt iŶĐludiŶg the MissioŶ StudǇ Cƌedit Repoƌt if Ǉou had a MissioŶ 
StudǇ.  If Ǉouƌ uŶit does Ŷot haǀe aŶ E & I CooƌdiŶatoƌ the PƌesideŶt Ŷeeds to suďŵit the ƌepoƌt.  This 
ƌepoƌt Đoǀeƌs fƌoŵ JaŶuaƌǇ ϭ, ϮϬϭϳ thƌough DeĐeŵďeƌ ϯϭ, ϮϬϭϳ.  If Ǉou haǀe aŶǇ ƋuestioŶs, ĐoŶtaĐt 
ŵe at ϴϲϯ-ϲϱϱ-ϱϮϵϬ oƌ PatiĐakeϴϯ@gŵail.Đoŵ.  Foƌŵs aƌe aǀailaďle iŶ this Ŷeǁsletteƌ oƌ at 

 <https://sites.google.Đoŵ/site/flĐuŵǁ/< 
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May 12, 2018 

Friendship UMC—Punta Gorda 

MTM—District Officers Only 

 

July 12-15, 2018 

Mission u 

Bethune-Cookman 

Daytona, Fl 
 

August  4, 2018 

Port Charlotte  
MTM-District Officers Only 

 

September 7—9, 2018 

Spiritual Enrichment Retreat—
Florida Conference 

Life Enrichment Center 
4991 Picciola Rd. 
Fruitland Park, FL 

 

September 15, 2018 

Social Action Event—ECHO Farms 

17391 Durrance Road 

North Fort Myers, FL 

(more information to follow) 
 

 

 

 

 

Please submit articles for our next Sojourner issue 
by the 25th of the month.  Send them to the Com-
munications Coordinator listed below.  All Unit activ-
ities are welcome for submission.  Digital photos 
are preferred.  
Ruth Hollandsworth  
Communications Coordinator 
1327 Deer Park Court 
Sebring, FL 33872 

: 
Phone:  863-414-6530 

Email: ruthhollandsworth.umw@gmail.com 

Be suƌe to ǀisit ouƌ ǁeďsites to get updated Ŷeǁs aŶd 
fiŶd iŶfoƌŵatioŶ aďout ouƌ DistƌiĐt.  

      
www.southwestdistrictumw.com 
 

 

 

www.facebook/southwestdistrictumw.com 

 

 

mailto:mvantol@embarqmail.com?subject=Social%20Action%20Report

